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without excuse for their presentation. The number of typographical errors 
is not creditable to either the author or the publishers. 

H. P. TALBOT. 

Analysis of Mixed Paints, Color Pigments, and Varnishes. By CLIFFORD DYER HOLLEY 
and E. F. LADD. John Wiley & Sons, New York. Price, $2.50. 

Prof. Ladd's contribution to the present volume is a dissertation on 
Mixed Paints in general, with particular reference to their truthful label
ing and to the experience of North Dakota in legislation to compel such 
labeling. In his discussion of this matter, he is fair and his arguments 
are convincing. 

Par t I I of the book upon the analysis and testing of paints, by Prof. 
Holley, t reats of the subjects from the standpoint of one who has recently 
been called upon to analyze a great number of the paints, both good and 
bad, tha t are now on the market. The discussion and the methods of 
analysis recommended, are more complete and satisfactory when pigments 
are dealt with than in the case of the vehicles. I t may be said with 
fairness, t ha t this is the best work tha t has yet appeared on the analysis 
of the pigments of the present day. 

A chapter is devoted to the Practical Testing of Paints . This most 
impor tant subject has been taken up by the North Dakota Government 
Experiment Station, and an account is given here of their methods of 
operating. 

The book is certainly of value to all who are interested in the subject. 
P A R K E R C. M C I L H I N E Y . 

Commercial Organic Analysis. By ALFRED H. ALLEN, F.I.C, F.CS. Vol. Il-Part 
III. Third Edition. Revised by the Author and Arnold Rowsby Tankard, F.C. S. 
P. Blakiston's Son & Co., Philadelphia. 8vo. 547 pp. Price, $5.00. 

A comparison of the present book with the parts of the former edition 
which related to the same subjects, brings out forcibly the fact that upon 
these branches of analytical chemistry, a tremendous amount of work 
has been done in the interval between the two editions. The subjects 
t reated are, The Aromatic Acids, Resins, and Volatile or Essential Oils. 
The s tatement on the cover, t ha t the subject of Phenols is also treated, 
is misleading; this subject is really treated in Par t I I of Volume I I . 

There is, inevitably, in the discussion of such subjects as those to 
which this book is devoted, a certain lack of connection or logical sequence 
between its several parts . The properties, uses and analytical necessi
ties of such materials as organic acids, resins and essential oils vary so 
greatly among themselves tha t a systematic or connected t reatment 
of their analytical chemistry is a very difficult task. The present work 
is not faultless in this respect, but the great amount of information con
tained, makes up for its somewhat disjointed composition. The work 



RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 1053 

of bringing up to date the various subjects discussed, has in the main 
been well done. P A R K E R C. M C I L H I N E Y . 

Chemical Reagents, their purity and tests; a new and improved test based on and 
replacing the latest edition of Krauch's "Die Priifung der chemischen Reagentien 
auf Reinheit." By E. MERCK. Authorized translation by Henry Schenck, A.B. 
(Harvard). New York: D. Van Nostrand Company. 1907. vii + 250 pp. 
Price, $1.50 net. 

I t would be superfluous to describe the arrangement and t rea tment 
of subjects in Krauch 's well-known book. The English translation is 
from the fourth edition, which was published in 1905, and it is to be 
noted tha t no literature references of a later date are given. German 
idioms are conspicuously absent, and for this novelty (as we may fairly 
say) as well as for his uniformly clear phraseology, the translator is to 
be commended. In the main, also, he adheres to the chemical termi
nology and spelling which are a t present, adopted by the leading American 
and English journals, but which so many chemists still disregard or 
are ignorant of. We refer more particularly to the endings—in, -ine 
and -ol. As, hematoxylin, iodeosin (but eosine is given on page 88), 
hematein and phenolphthalein, all of which are non-basic; but brucine, 
diphenylamine and aniline which are basic. His usage in regard to 
-ol, is not quite so uniform. Pyrogallol and resorcinol are correctly 
given, with the older names in parenthesis, but glycerin is preferred 
to glycerol (given in parenthesis). So, also, phloroglucin and furfural 
(furfurol)—for furol—-are given. But all these points are, no doubt, 
of minor importance and detract little from the value of the book. The 
tests given are certainly delicate enough for all but the most critical 
work, and with this qualification, the book can be recommended to all 
chemists. I t is not too much to hope tha t in some future edition of this 
or of a similar work, even more delicate tests, which will satisfy the de
mands of the highest accuracy, will be given for a t least the commoner 
reagents. C. E. W A T E R S . 
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